
Urban Legends: CreatUres

by C.M. Johnson

Sasquatch

an eShort brought to you by



2 •  Urban Legends

[sasquatch]

If the sasquatch exists, it most 
likely lives in thick forests. 



Introduction
Campers hear grunts in the darkness. 
Hunters come face-to-face with a hairy, 
human-like creature. It walks on two feet. 
It is over 7 feet (200 centimeters) tall. The 
campers’ dogs run in terror.

For hundreds of years, people have 
reported seeing a sasquatch, or bigfoot, 
in the woods. Most sightings occur in the 
United States’ Pacific Northwest region and 
in Canada. Reports have also been made 
in other rural parts of the United States. 
The sasquatch looks like a cross between 
a human and an ape. It is covered in black, 
brown, red, or gray hair. Its feet range 
from 15 to more than 20 inches (38 to 51 
centimeters) long. It weighs 500 to 1,000 
pounds (227 to 454 kilograms). Another 
name for the sasquatch is “skunk ape.” 
This name comes from its bad smell. 
People say the odor is like breathing 
through a dirty diaper.

Some footprints and photos of the 
sasquatch have turned out to be fake. Other witnesses 
are sure that what they saw was real.

Did you know? 
One of the earliest 

accounts of a sasquatch 
was written in 1792 
by Spanish explorer 

José Mariano Moziño.
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Many people have said they’ve 
seen a bigfoot near Pikes Peak 
in Colorado.



Best Recorded Sighting
It was 1967. Roger Patterson and Bob Gimlin were exploring in 
California, near Bluff Creek. Something spooked their horses. Patterson 

filmed what looks like a female sasquatch. In 
the film, she has big muscles. Her long arms 
swing back and forth. She turns to look at the 
men, then disappears into the trees.

Experts looked at the film. John Napier, a 
biologist, saw a creature that looked like it 
was half-human, half-ape. Grover Krantz, an 
anthropologist, thought the creature was an 
unknown type of primate.

anthropologist: a 
person who studies 
human societies 
and cultures

primate: a group 
of mammals that 
includes humans, apes, 
monkeys, tarsiers, 
lemurs, and lorises
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One of the most famous sasquatch 
sightings was near California’s 
Bluff Creek Historical Trail.



Patterson had been looking for a 
sasquatch for a long time. He loved the 
idea of proving that the creatures were 
real. Excitement about the film helped 
him raise money for more searches.

More than 30 years later, a man 
named Bill Heironimus came forward. 
He claimed that the film was a hoax. He said he was paid by Patterson 
to dress up as the bigfoot. Another man supported that claim. He said 
he’d sold Patterson a gorilla suit. But Patterson always said he was 
telling the truth. The film is now online, and people still study it today.

In 1972, Bob Gimlin visited 
Patterson, who was sick with 
cancer. Patterson said that when 
he got better, he wanted to go 
back to Bluff Creek with Gimlin. 
He told his friend that, this 
time, they would finally catch a 
sasquatch. Sadly, Patterson died 
the next day.

Did you know? 
You can see the famous 

video for yourself by 
searching for “Patterson-
Gimlin Film” on YouTube.
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Experts are still not sure if the figure in 
Roger Patterson’s video was a man in a 
gorilla costume pretending to be a sasquach.



Timeline
Sightings of the sasquatch began 

long ago and continue today. 

Pre-1800s
Most Native North 
American peoples have a 

word for “wild man.”

1811
David Thompson 
finds a footprint in 
the mountains of 
Alberta, Canada.  It 
is 14 inches (36 cm) 
long and 8 inches 
(20 cm) wide.

1924
Near Vancouver, British 

Columbia, Albert 

Ostman is reportedly 

held captive by a 

sasquatch family. After 

a week, he escapes. 1930
Berry-pickers near Mount St. Helens, in Washington state, find huge footprints.
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1967
Roger Patterson films 
a sasquatch near 
Bluff Creek.

1969
Frank Hansen finds a 

“man-ape” encased in 

ice at a Minnesota farm. 

He calls it an “Iceman.”

1972
Al Berry records the creepy sounds of grunts and whistles. He is in the Sierra Nevada mountains, in California. This recording is known as the “Sierra Sounds.” Berry thinks it is a group of sasquatches.

2009
A Georgia police officer sees a large animal 
walking upright across the road. His dashcam records a video of the creature.

2012
Investigators in Florida 

take a video that records 

body heat. The “heat 

image” looks like a bigfoot.
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Evidence For and Against
It is often hard to tell whether a sasquatch story is real or not.

Rant Mullens was a retired logger. In 1982, he confessed to carving a 
pair of big feet out of wood. He used these feet to create the tracks 
near the Mount St. Helens berry patch. Ray Wallace also built fake 
“feet” to create sasquatch tracks near Bluff Creek. After Wallace died, 
his family came forward with the truth.

It is easy to doubt people who profit from their “proof.” Frank Hansen 
showed off his “Iceman” at carnivals. However, he let scientists look at it 
only through the ice. He never let anyone thaw it or do any tests.
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Bigfoot investigators 
often make plaster 
casts of footprints for 
experts to study.



Eyewitness accounts are the hardest to confirm or deny. For more than 
30 years, Albert Ostman kept the story of his 1924 abduction a secret. 
He was afraid people would think he was crazy. But many people do 
believe that his story is true. 

Some sasquatch evidence is very convincing. 
Scott Nelson is a crypto-linguist who worked 
in the U.S. Navy. Nelson says the grunts and 
hoots on the “Sierra Sounds” recordings 
make up a real language. But no one knows 
what the sounds could mean.

crypto-linguist: someone 
responsible for identifying 
foreign communications

Yeti
The yeti is a sasquatch-like creature. 
It is said to live in the snowy peaks 
of the Himalaya Mountains. Unlike 
its brown-haired cousin, the yeti is 
said to be covered in white hair. 
This helps it hide in the snow. In 
February of 2016, a skier filmed a 
mysterious creature in a Spanish 
mountain resort town. The video 
clearly shows a large white figure 
walking among the snow-covered 
trees. Could this be a real yeti?
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Is It Out There?
The sasquatch is unknown to science. No one has ever captured 
one, or even found a body or a bone. Does that mean the creatures 
don’t exist?

Writers like Tom Burnette say sasquatches might be too smart for 
us. They might bury their dead and avoid being seen. Maybe this is 
why sasquatches seem to hate dogs. Dogs might be able to easily 
smell and track the creatures. People rarely report sasquatches 
being aggressive toward humans. But some have said their dogs 
were attacked.
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Until his death in 2016, Charles 
DeVore of the Texas Bigfoot 
Research Center investigated 
many reported sasquatch 
sightings in east Texas.



Some scientists don’t think an 
animal as big as a sasquatch 
could survive. There aren’t 
many food sources in North 
American forests. Jane Goodall 
is a chimpanzee expert. She says 
that the sasquatch probably 
does exist. Killing a bigfoot is 
even banned in some places, 
such as Skamania County in 
Washington state. Anyone who 
kills a bigfoot might pay a fine 
or even go to jail.

Many reports of a sasquatch 
turn out to be hoaxes. But one 
faked report doesn’t mean 
another isn’t real. Every day, 
people still head out into the 
woods. They keep their eyes 
and ears open. Maybe, they will 
be the one to find a sasquatch.

Creatures • 11

Ray Wallace of Toledo, Washington, 
made several plaster casts of what 
he said were sasquatch footprints. 

Did you know? 
Every year, 15,000 to 

20,000 new species of 
plants, animals, and 

insects are discovered.



In what region are 

most sightings of 

the sasquatch?

Answer: The Pacific Northwest

What did Bill 
Heironimus claim 
he was paid to do?

Answer: Dress up 
like bigfoot

In which year did 
the Patterson-
Gimlin Film 
come out?

Answer: 1967

What year were 
the “Sierra Sounds” 
recorded?

Answer: 1972

Albert Ostman 
claims he was 
held captive by a 
sasquatch family 
in which year?

Answer: 1924

Where does the Yeti live?

Answer: In the Himalaya Mountains

Quiz
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Glossary
anthropologist: a person 
who studies human 
societies and cultures

crypto-linguist: someone 
responsible for identifying 
foreign communications

primate: a group of mammals that 
includes humans, apes, monkeys, 
tarsiers, lemurs, and lorises
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